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Many therapists will know of the excellent THRASS (Teaching Handwriting Reading And Spelling Skills)
materials available (some for p&p only and some to purchase from www.thrass.co.uk). A review of
resources from THRASS, which appeared in the RCSLT Bulletin in June 2005, gave 5/5 for contents,
readability and value. Research has also demonstrated excellent improvements with spelling and
reading when the resources are used for reading recovery input.

Phoneme Machine

The following bulleted description is made up of quotes from the guide to the Phoneme Machine from
THRASS. The PM software has been available for free downloading for a while from their site. This is the
amazing offer from THRASS which was recommended to members of the ASLTIP Yahoo group some
weeks ago. Visit www.phonememachine.com

The Phoneme Machine has three main sections:

e The Calendar Chart (Calendar)

The Calendar section has children's voices saying the days, dates, months, numbers, colours, and letter
names.

e Word Grid (WG)

In the WG section, a female voice and moving human lips pronounce the words and phonemes and a
male voice names the letters. The WG section has 'auto-functions' to blend, read and spell (BRS) the
500 basewords of English.

e Phoneme Grid (PG)

In the PG section, a female voice and moving human lips pronounce the phonemes. The PG section has
a grid location for each of the 44 English phonemes (speech sounds), enabling the learner to play
'Locate the Phonemes' for each of the basewords.’

There is so much in this software that some fairly serious practice is required to be able to switch
between functions easily and I recommend printing off the PowerPoint Interactive Guide to have by
you. Individual therapists may not need all the functions. Parts of the package could however be very
useful in work with clients of all ages from the young child working on establishing a wider set of
speech sounds, through children with articulation and/or reading difficulties, to older clients trying to
regain the well-known series contained in the Calendar section, and high frequency words for reading
and spelling. The WG and PG sections could be used in training sessions to help parents or other
professionals get to grips with ‘real’ phonics: there are still many out there saying the sounds of all the
letters_in a word and thinking they are doing phonics. THRASS marks Non-Phonographic Spellings
(letters that are Not Playing Sensibly!) and you can choose to have vowel/consonant graphemes
differentiated by colour.

The Calendar Chart

The common sequences of days of the week, dates (seen as a number, spoken as 1%, 2", 3™ etc.),
months, numbers to 20 (presented in figures and words), common colours, and the alphabet (in lower
and upper case) are on one screen. You can zoom in and move around so you don’t have to see it all at
once. As you point at an item, it is highlighted but it isn’t spoken until you click. This gives a ‘test’
opportunity for prediction! The real voice for this screen is a chorus of children - but the quality is very
clear. A fantastic teaching tool!

The Word Grid

This shows 500 high frequency words arranged from one-letter to nine-letter words. At the simplest, by
selecting the speaker, you can point at a word which will then be highlighted. If you double-click it, the

real voice speaks it. You can zoom to show only a few words and move around with arrows. (If, like me,



you never mastered steering a narrow boat because it doesn't go the way you expect then you will
have to concentrate!) If you change to the Auto mode, things become more complicated and I found it
required practice to know what would happen next as I chose the different options! But basically you
can choose which word group (from the THRASS levels) to work on and work through these words with
a choice of blend/read/spell elements (you can select the full BRS or R or S). You can also choose your
own group of words e.g. to make your own word list from the 500, or to make up a sentence by
selecting words in that order.

The Phoneme Grid

If you have a word displayed and select the PG, you can recreate the word by clicking on the correct
sounds in turn from the full chart of 44. It is great these are marked with the IPA symbols (although
you may choose not to display these). (You cannot however choose sounds and have them spoken as a
word you want e.g. a child’s name!) If you haven't chosen specific words, you can use the PG just to
look at the moving mouth sounding the phonemes you choose. E.g. you could alternate /p/ and /b/ to
demonstrate the voicing, or sequence /s/ and /t/. (I have found working with screen reader programs
such as those by Widgit or Penfriend that children often seem to focus on the voice+screen combination
more than on an adult repeating an instruction. Whether this is because it is an identical repetition or
that it fixes their gaze, or what, I don’t know! One little boy even said I think I listen again and
proceeded to do so to good effect.)

There are additional suggested possibilities for spelling with an interactive set of spelling tiles, and for
playing ‘synth and seg’ (games about segmenting words and synthesizing) - again you can only work
with words from the 500. Personally I found these elements less easy to ‘play with’ but am ready to
admit I was working with the PowerPoint guide in one hand! I also managed to get my laptop running
in a loop with one voice spelling while something else flashed up and could only escape with Alt+F4.
Still, working with children, they always enjoy it hugely when I get in a muddle with the machinery and
they tend to remember the whole lesson much better!!! There is a proviso on the opening screen that
the Phoneme Machine is ‘work in progress’ and users are invited to contribute ideas for improvements
so I'm sure the final version will have things sorted to be idiot-proof.

I would have paid just for some bits of this program. Considering the whole thing was free to download,
it was a wonderful offering fromm THRASS. Why not see if you can still take advantage of the free
download offer?

Footnote

The THRASS Phoneme Machine programme is free to those in the THRASS UK territory that register for
the software (that is, for customers located in Europe, Africa, the Middle East, South America, Central
America and the United States of America). Once you have registered, you will receive a unique Serial
Number to activate the software. This covers its use on any number of computers at the same address.

The latest updated version, Version 5, is free for download from www.phonememachine.com




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


