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You are invited!

Please join us for a THRASS demonstration and
the official announcement and launch of the 2nd
TalkTogether School - Sunlands Primary School - at the
Edit Microsystems stand in the Exhibition Hall at
1630hrs, Thursday 6 September 2007
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An example of the multi-lingual calendar charts which are available in the eleven
official South  African  languages and downloadable for free on
www.talktogether.co.za as well as www.thrass.co.uk Note: Should you have any
suggestions for improving the calendar charts and associated software, please send us
details in an email to info@talktogether.co.za

The TalkTegetner Project is an initiative
with a vision to increase liferacy
through the improved 4eaching and
Jearning of English

The TalkTeqetner Project, a unique educational partnership between
THRASS and Absa, a member of the Barclays Group, has the potential
to revolutionise the teaching and learning of language in Seuth Atrica.

TalkTogether is an initiative, run in association with universities, primary
schools and other organisations across the country. Its aim is to
increase literacy in all areas and provide a platform to celebrate Sovth
Agrica's 11 national languages.

With the support of selected University Education Faculties, TalkTogether
Schools will be established to help in the {raining of foundation-level
teachers, the teacwing of children and the promotion of research in
education.

Under-pinning the initiative is THRASS (Teaching Handwriting Reading
And Spelling Skills), the brainchild of educational psychologist and
entrepreneur, Alan Davies. It is a unique, ground-breaking feaching
methodology designed to improve the learning and teaching of English.
THRASS specifically targets foundation-level learners and their
teachers, as this is a key stage for kids to grasp lifelong learning skills.

A strong foundation in English is created by using the 26 letters of the
alphabet and 44 phonemes (sounds) as well as graphemes to explain
sounds and words. In addition, the THRASS Phoneme Machine is a ground-
breaking computer programme that uses the International Phonetic
Alphabet and moving human lips to demonstrate the pronunciation of
sounds and a variety of frequently-used English words. Interactive
flash-cards, pictures and calendar charts are also used.

The THRASS methodology is currently being used to improve feaching
and learning techniques in other languages, including Afrikaans,
isiNdebele, isiXhosa, isiZzulu, Sepedi, Sesotho, Setswana, siSwati,
Tshivenda and Xitsonga.




Learn to Yead.. Read to learn

The TalkTegetner Project was launched at the Roseneath Primary School
in Johannesburg in July 2007, in conjunction with The University of
the Witwatersrand School of Education, who will conduct studies to
measure the effectiveness and impact of THRASS on literacy {raining
and learning.

Dr Jean Place, Head of the Foundation Phase Program at the Wits
School of Education, is at the forefront in introducing the THRASS
Program to Seuth Atrican schools and universities. Wits is the first
tertiary institution in the world to introduce a mandatory two-day
THRASS certificate course as part of its foundation-phase programme
for all third year Bachelor of Education students.

School educators will not be left out. The TalkTegether Project will run a
number of teacher {raining events in partnership with teacher
organisations such as the National Professional Teachers Organisation
of South Africa (NAPTOSA) and the South African Democratic
Teachers Union (SADTU).

Alan Davies, Educational Psychologist, Founder and Managing Director of THRASS,
carrying out a demonstration with a learner from Roseneath Primary School in
Johannesburg using an interactive SMART Board.

Alan Davies, with four learners from Roseneath Primary School, the first TalkTogether
School on the African continent. The next two TalkTogether Schools are Sunlands
Primary in Cape Town (supported by CPUT) and George Randell Primary in East London
(supported by Fort Hare University).

Some comments about THRASS

“Excellent course! What a wonderful approach to literacy, that
makes so much sense. | look forward to implementing this in my
classroom. Dynamic presenter!”

Feedback from a THRASS two day certificate course in the Western Cape, July 2007

“I really enjoyed it and found it extremely helpful. Some of the
children | teach are unable to read and write. | was really
concerned and worried because | did not even know how to start
revising phonemes and graphemes. Now | know exactly what to do
and | am extremely relieved and excited to start teaching them.”

Feedback from a THRASS two day certificate course in Gauteng, June 2007

For more information

Send an sms to 32828 (charged at R1 per sms, terms and conditions
apply) or visit www.talktogether.co.za or www.thrass.co.uk

Alternatively, send an email to info@talktogether.co.za or write to
the Absa Foundation, P.O. Box 7735, Johannesburg 2000.




